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Oroville Union High School District 

Supplemental Curriculum 

 

Yearbook 

COURSE TITLE: Yearbook 

 

LENGTH OF COURSE:    One Year 

 

TYPE OF CREDIT: Elective (10 credits) 

 

GRADE LEVEL:    10-12 

 

PREREQUISITES:    2.5 GPA 

 

TEXT BOOKS:     

 AP Stylebook and Briefing on Media Law (2007).  Goldstein, N..  Associated Press. 

The Newspaper Designers Handbook (1997).  Harrower, T..  McGraw-Hill 

The Radical Write: A Fresh Approach to Journalistic Writing for Students. (1999).  

Hawthorne, B..  Taylor Publishing. 

The Elements of Style (2000).  Strunk, W.S. .  Allyn & Bacon.   

Law of the Student Press.  (1994).  Student Press Law Center, 2
nd

 Edition.  

 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS:  

Journalism Education Association                          National Scholastic Press Association 

Yearbook Publishing Company                              School Photographer 

Software:  InDesign, Photoshop, Microsoft Word, Adobe Acrobat 

Newspapers:  San Francisco Chronical, New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Pacifica 

Tribune 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This is a project-based course that leads to the creation of the 

school annual, a documentary of each year of the high school experience.  It involves the 

recording of events, individuals, and ideas in a variety of formats. Inherent to this process 

is an understanding of the elements and principles of journalism, art, photography, 

graphic design, text, business, graphic design and organization. Yearbook is a one year 

course. This course may be repeated for elective credit.  

 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 12/16/2015 
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Artistic Perception  

 

     Principles of Design  
The learner will be able to describe the principles of design as used in works of art, 

focusing on dominance and subordination.  

Strand Scope Source 

Perceptual Skills and Visual 

Arts Vocab. 
Master 

CA: Visual and Performing Arts Framework, 2004, Grades 9-

12, Artistic Perception 1.2 
 

   

     Distinctive Style  
The learner will be able to research and analyze the work of an artist and write about 

the artist's distinctive style and its contribution to the meaning of the work.  

Strand Scope Source 

Art Elements and Principles 

of Design 
Master 

CA: Visual and Performing Arts Framework, 2004, Grades 9-12, 

Artistic Perception 1.3 
 

   

     Compositions of Work  
The learner will be able to analyze and describe how the composition of a work of art 

is affected by the use of a particular principle of design.  

Strand Scope Source 

Art Elements and Principles 

of Design 
Master 

CA: Visual and Performing Arts Framework, 2004, Grades 9-12, 

Artistic Perception 1.4 
 

   
 

Creative Expression  

 

     Visual Arts Problems  
The learner will be able to solve a visual arts problem that involves the effective use of 

the elements of art and the principles of design.  

Strand Scope Source 

Skills, Processes, Materials, 

and Tools 
Master 

CA: Visual and Performing Arts Framework, 2004, Grades 9-12, 

Creative Expression 2.1 
 

   

     Digital Imagery  
The learner will be able to develop and refine skill in the manipulation of digital 

imagery (either still or video).  

Strand Scope Source 

Skills, Processes, Materials, 

and Tools 
Master 

CA: Visual and Performing Arts Framework, 2004, Grades 9-12, 

Creative Expression 2.3 
 

   
 

Historical and Cultural Context  

 

     Purposes of Art  
The learner will be able to discuss the purposes of art in selected contemporary 
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cultures.  

Strand Scope Source 

Diversity of the 

Visual Arts 
Master 

CA: Visual and Performing Arts Framework, 2004, Grades 9-12, 

Historical and Cultural Context 3.4 
 

   
 

Aesthetic Valuing  

 

     Changes In Interpretation  
The learner will be able to compare the ways in which the meaning of a specific work 

of art has been affected over time because of changes in interpretation and context.  

Strand Scope Source 

Derive 

Meaning 
Master 

CA: Visual and Performing Arts Framework, 2004, Grades 9-12, Aesthetic 

Valuing 4.2 
 

   

     Supporting A Position of Aesthetic Value  
The learner will be able to formulate and support a position regarding the aesthetic 

value of a specific work of art and change or defend that position after considering the 

views of others.  

Strand Scope Source 

Make Informed 

Judgements 
Master 

CA: Visual and Performing Arts Framework, 2004, Grades 9-12, 

Aesthetic Valuing 4.3 
 

   
 

Connections, Relationships, Applications  

 

     Cross-Cultural Themes  
The learner will be able to create a work of art that communicates a cross-cultural or 

universal theme taken from literature or history.  

Strand Scope Source 

Connections & 

Applications 
Master 

CA: Visual and Performing Arts Framework, 2004, Grades 9-12, 

Connections, Relationships, Applications 5.2 
 

   
 

COURSE CONTENT: 

 

Introduction and Overview 

 Students will learn the position of editor and essential job duties.  They will 

explore editorial vision, identification of skills and talents, personal style differences, 

decision styles and transactional styles.  A majority of the unit focuses on communication 

skills.  Student will learn techniques for questioning, listening, appropriate use of tone, 

and portraying a professional image.  Student will receive direct instruction on one time 

management skills, balancing academic and personal time demands and the importance 

of relevant and timely feedback.  Students will be responsible for self-evaluations and 

mentoring other staff members.  Students will also learn the terminology of yearbook 
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publication.  Students will complete classwork related to publication and other writing 

tasks, as assigned.  Drafts and work-in-progress will be evaluated as a demonstration of 

professional growth.  All assignments will focus on the reading and writing standards of 

the Common Core State Standards for grades 9-12.   

 

Interviewing:  Preparation and Process 

 This is an ongoing unit where students focus on listening and speaking standards.  

They will review a variety of topics including the purpose of interviews, how to prepare 

for interviews, and how to organize information.  Students will conduct research from 

primary and secondary sources to prepare for an interview.  They will prepare relevant 

questions and make appointments.  Students will receive direct instruction on how to 

conduct an interview and then put their skills to the test by conducting individual 

interviews.  Students will learn skills of questioning, listening, appropriate use of tone, 

and how to portray a professional image.  Students will practice interviewing skills as an 

assignment.  Following all interviews, students will be instructed on how to find angles in 

interviews and how the interview influences writing based on the interview itself.  

Students will select the angle that should be drawn from the interview.  As a written 

assignment, students will be required to reflect on their performance. Students will be 

evaluated on their depth of reflection.   

 

Photography:  Elements, Organization and Uploading 

 Students will learn all essential elements of photographic composition.  They will 

be instructed on such photographic elements as rule of thirds, framing, pattern, angles, 

dead space, leading lines and leading space.  Students will learn how to upload photos to 

the yearbook local shared drive and the company’s webpage.  Students will organize and 

save photos by subject, event and date.  Supplemental material, power point and text will 

be used for this unit of study.  Students will be assessed on the key elements of 

photography and correct organization of photos. Photos will be assessed based on dead 

space, repetition, variety, and the use of basic elements of photography.  Students will be 

assessed based on the quality of their photography and how it enhances the visual interest 

of the page.  Students will write analytical essays evaluating the quality of their work.   

 

Writing Skills 

 Writing is a cornerstone of the yearbook.  Students will complete a wide variety 

of writing in this course.  Students will be required to research their topic, conduct 

interviews, and experience the event that they are covering prior to beginning the writing 

process.  Once they begin writing, students will be required to edit, rework, revise and 

revisit their writing until it is a professional demonstration of the event.  Students will 

complete a wide range of writing skills, as part of the Common Core State Standards, 

including expository, analytical and short stories based on facts and research from 

primary and secondary source documents.  The major focus of students writing will 

include: voice, audience, purpose, tone, diction, style and awareness of personal bias.  

Along with each writing unit, students will receive reoccurring grammar instruction 

appropriate to the form of writing.  Students will work with peers and their teacher to 

obtain feedback and editing support. 
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Graphic Design and Visual Representation 

 Students will learn the various design tenets that yearbook companies use to 

create layouts.  These tenets include: contrast, repetition, alignment and proximity.  

Students will analyze current layouts to compare the strengths and weaknesses as they 

apply to the basic rules of graphic design.  Students will learn about typography elements, 

such as: fonts, stroke on fonts, line spacing, letter size, font consistency, legibility, copy 

blocks and aesthetic appeal.  Students will evaluated on their mastery and reflection of 

their performance.  They will think and write critically, analytically and reflectively about 

their progress as it reflects to these skills.   

 

CCSS: 

Reading Standards for Informational Text: 9-12, 1 through 10 

Writing: 9-12, 1 through 10 


